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Abstract:

This seminar is primarily aimed at an audience of graduate students, however,
faculty and other researchers have found it useful as well. There are three parts. The first
part is a discussion of recommendations for preparing and giving technical presentations.
This is important because speakers’ technical presentations must be informative and
interesting, holding the attention of their audience. Furthermore, the audience forms an
impression of the quality of the speaker as a professional based on the presentation. The
second part is an overview of how to write a technical paper. This is of value because
papers need to be understandable and convey the research contributions included if the
authors want the paper to be accepted at a conference or journal. How to organize a
paper is examined, as well as good writing style. The guidelines provided for technical
presentations and technical writing can be used as a checklist of what one should do and
what one should not do. The seminar concludes with my top ten reasons why | like being
a professor. This will help students determine if that is a career path they should consider.
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H. J. Siegel is a Professor Emeritus and Senior Research Scientist/Scholar at
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received two B.S. degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), and the
M.A., M.S.E., and Ph.D. degrees from Princeton University. Prof. Siegel has co-authored
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Chief of the Journal of Parallel and Distributed Computing, and was on the Editorial
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